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Dear G.L.AD.:
o I am willing to help pay for the rights - my

rights - which G.L.A.D. is vindicating.
Enclosed find a contribution for $

o I would be willing to contribute whatever I can
on a regular basis. Send me a reminder
_monthly, _quarterly, _yearly.

o I am willing to donate my time, energy, and
talent to help G.L.A.D. I can help with
_general office work, _legal research
and brief writing, _graphic design,
_fundraising, _other:

-
Name

Address

City

State/Zip

MAIL TO G.L.AD.,l f' a,k ~uu ,4>;Boston MA 02116

GLAD
PARKSQUAREADVOCATES.IHe.

100 BOYLSTONST.. SUll1 900
BOSTONtMA. 02116
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WHY A GAY LEGAL DEFENSE
ORGANIZATION

Constitutional rights which most Americans
take for granted are often denied to those mil-
lions of Americans who happen to be gay. Estab-
lishing equal protection under the law for gay
men and women is a full-time job.

. filing precedent-setting lawsuits
filing amicus curiae (friend of court)

briefs where gay and lesbian rights are at
stake
. . . educating the legal community in
cases where homosexuality is an issue

. advising legislative bodies seeking to
end discrimination based on sexual
orientation
. . . participating in conferences and dis-
cussions to educate the public and the
gay community about gay and lesbian
rights under the law

. defendingourselvesin our ownvoices
in the courts.
Across the country, litigation and legislation,

good and bad, are affecting the rights of lesbians
and gay men. The degree to which the resulting
law is favorable to the gay community depends
on the degree to which G.L.AD. and other gay
public interest law firms are involved in the court
battles.

HOW DOES G.L.A.D. WORK?
G.L.AD. is a non-profit, tax exempt legal

defense organization. Expenses are met through
donations from individuals and foundations. Fees
are not accepted.

G.LAD.'s objective is two-fold: to educate
the gay community and the public at large about
the civil rights of gay people and to vindicate
those rights.

G.LAD.'s staff includes attorneys, law
students and para-legal professionals who spe-
cialize in gay rights. They are well-informed on
gay civil rights and have extensive experience in
defending them.

G.L.AD. is governed by a Board of Direc-
tors, representing a broad spectrum of the com-
munity. This guarantees constant input by the
community into G.LAD.'s activities.

G.LAD., one of several gay legal defense
organizations in the U.S., is part of a well-coor-
dinated national effort to achieve equal status
under the law for gay people.

WHAT IS G.L.A.D. ACCOMPLISHING?
G.LAD., in andout of court, is aggressively

vindicating and protecting the rights of lesbians
and gay men. Cases from G.LAD.'s docket
include:
Bezio v. Patenaude (Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court)
G.L.AD., along with Custody Action for Lesbian
Mothers (CALM) of Philadelphia, filed an amici
curiae brief in this lesbian/child custody case,
arguing that homosexuality does not make a
parent unfit per se. The court agreed and in a
landmark decision rejected the lower court's
opinion that a lesbian household creates an
element of instability that would adversely
affect the welfare of the children. (September
1980)
Fricke v. Lynch (U.S. District Court, District of
Rhode Island)
G.L.AD. provided resource and financial support
to this landmark First Amendment decision
ordering school officials to allow student Aaron
Fricke to attend the Cumberland High School
prom with another male. The court, recognizing
that Fricke's conduct would constitute a political
statement, ruled that the school's refusal to allow
attendance because of the potential for violence
or disruption violated the free speech guarantee
of the First Amendment. Attorneys John Ward,
G.LAD.'s executive director, and Lynette
Labinger of Providence represented Fricke. (May
1980)
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Rieglev. Terrizzi(MassachusettsAppealsCourt)
G.L.AD. is appealing a Superior Court judge's
refusal to enjoin the Boston Police Department
from interfering with the right of a Gay Com-
munity News reporter to gather news. The com-
plaint charges the police with interfering with
Riegle's constitutional rights to liberty and rights
of freedom of expression, association and the
press. (Pending)
Doe v. City of Boston (U.S. District Court,
District of Massachusetts)
G.L.AD. has filed this massive $500,000 civil suit
charging Boston police and library officials with
false arrest, negligence, malicious prosecution
and civil conspiracy in violation of Massachusetts
law and the First, Fourth and Fourteenth Amend-
ments to the U.S. Constitution. The suit was
brought as a result of entrapment and mass
arrests for alleged "open and gross lewdness" in
a Boston Public Library restroom in 1978. The
court did not accept the police accounts of the
arrests, and of the 103 men arrested, only one
resulted in a conviction, which ultimately was
reversed on appeal. (Pending)

Macauley v. Massachusetts Commission
Against Discrimination (Mass. Supreme Judicial
Court)
This civil suit marked the first time the gay and
lesbian community, as amicus curiae, was heard
in its own voice in the Massachusettscourts.
Although the court ruled that the MCAD had no
jurisdiction over complaints of employment
discrimination based on sexual orientation, it left
open the door to a constitutional challenge.
(December 1979)
Commonwealth of Massachusetts v. Sefranka
(Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court)
A unanimous court, reversing a conviction for a
gay solicitation of an undercover cop, declared
the "lewd, wanton and lascivious person" part of
a state law unconstitutionally vague and con-
strued the statutory words as prohibiting "only
the solicitation or commission of a public sexual
touching in the presence of persons who may be
offended by the act." Amici curiae brief on behalf
of G.LAD., CLUMand Nat. Comm. for Sexual
Civ. Lib. filed by Palmer & Dodge. (Dec. 1980)
Matter of C.K.
G.L.AD. represented a femal~ employee who
was the victim of job d'iscrirrifnation ana harass-
ment based on her sex and sexual orientation,
violatingthe equalprotectionclauses of the State
and Federal constitutions, as well as the Massa-
chusetts Equal Rights Amendment. (Settled)
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